
Statistics Division
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/statistics

EPIC: A tool for policy-data 

integration 

Arman Bidarbakhtnia

UNESCAP

bakhtnia@un.org

International Workshop on Data Disaggregation for the SDGs

28-30 January 2019, Bangkok, Thailand



Statistics Division
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/statistics

Age

Migratory 

status

Income

Race

Ethnicity

Sex

Disabilitylocation

So, What kind of disaggregation?
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Outline

Problem:

•Who is left behind?

•How do we know? 

EPIC: A tool for understanding policy and data 

“needs” 
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Equal income of USD1.8 per day

difference?
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difference?

Equal income of 

USD1.8 per day

➢All equally poor

➢All may be Deprived from basic needs,  But

➢Differently vulnerable, some more than others

➢Different abilities in responding to undesirable 

changes

➢Different characteristics, different issues

➢Need different policy support
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Deprived Vulnerable

▪ Static

▪ Current status

▪ From basic 

rights/needs 

▪ Possession 

VS

▪ Dynamic

▪ Change in status

▪ Capability to adapt

▪ To changes (socio-

eco- env- policy)

Who is “left behind”?
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Vulnerable less vulnerable

Have nots

Haves

deprived & vulnerable

Who is likely to be left behind?
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Leaving no “Who” 

behind?

8
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How do we know?



Statistics Division
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/statistics

Dealmakers:

Sustaina
ble 

growth

SDGs

Rio 92 
Environmental

agreement

Human 
rights

Economic

All+

institutio
nal

Environme
nt

Social

Agreed principles
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Bedrocks of EPIC: 29 Core concepts
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EPIC: Every Policy is Connected

Drawing on the agreed principles, rather than 

endorsed policies..

EPIC is a generic tool that facilitates 

cooperative, principle-based policy-data 

integration
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A.Holistic: 

▪ Institutional, Social, Economic, 

Environmental 

A.Participatory

B.Active

C.Principle-Based

D.Demand driven

Policy-Data Integration

Drawing on the agreed principles, rather than 

endorsed policies..
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How does it work?

For each Issues/core concept identify 
national/regional/global indicators

Identify “target groups” under each core concept 
(disaggregation requirements)

Map issues for action to all relevant “core concepts” 
(data requirements)

List “Issues for Action” reflected in the policy 
document 
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What is the focus of EPIC?
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What will you get?

Not monitored

(Data Gap) 

Data 

unused

Policy-Data Void

Policy-Data Void

Data 

waste

Policy 

waste

(Social, Economic, Environmental, Institutional)
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Thank YOU!


